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REMARKS 



Reconsideration of the application as amended is requested. 

Applicants have enclosed amended Fig. 1A. The enclosed new Fig. 1A corrects errors 
in the numbering of the original drawing. The front- wheel steering control subsystem has been 
changed to 30, and the rear- wheel steering control subsystem has been changed to 32. 

Applicants note with appreciation the Examiner's indication that claims 1-5, 7, 8, 10-12 
and 16-20 are distinguishable over the prior art. 

In the Office Action dated August 7, 2003, the Declaration was objected to. 
Accordingly, Applicants have enclosed another copy of the Declaration that is believed to be 
acceptable. 

The objections to claims 1-5 and 16-20 noted by the Examiner have been corrected. 

Claims 2, 3, 7, 8, 13, 14, 17 and 18 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite. Applicants have corrected each of the §112 matters noted by 
the Examiner, such that these claims are now believed to be clear and definite. Applicants 
have changed "module" to "subsystem" for clarity and consistency. However, this change is 
not believed to affect the scope of the claims in any way. 

Claims 6, 9 and 15 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by 
Reimann et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,226,581, and claims 13 and 14 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reimann '581 in view of Ishii U.S. Patent 
No. 4,828,283. Applicants respectfully submit that the pending claims patentably distinguish 
over the cited references for those reasons discussed in more detail below. 

With respect to claim 6, Applicants have reviewed Reimann '581, and can find no 
disclosure of calculation of a demand signal in response to an output signal from at least one 
accompanying coordinator controller. In contrast, Reimann '581 discloses that coordinator 
block 404 (Fig. 4) may intervene through quantities E. With reference to paragraph 39 of the 
present application, each coordinator subsystem 16 provides an output to the vehicle motion 
control subsystem 12 for communicating capabilities of the coordinator subsystem 16. The 
capabilities of the coordinator subsystems 16 are the combination of the actuator control 
subsystems 26 communicating with an associated coordinator subsystem 16. However, 
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Reimann '581 does not disclose that the system controllers provide an output signal to the 
system coordinator 404. The quantities El, E2, etc. of Reimann '581 are supplied to RBE 
408a, 411a, 414a, and there is no disclosure of the "E" quantities being used by coordinator 
404 to calculate a demand signal (i.e. quantities "E" are "one-way" only). Referring again to 
claim 6 of the present application, Applicants can find no disclosure or suggestion in Reimann 
'581 of calculating a demand signal in response to an output signal from at least one 
accompanying coordinator controller. Accordingly, claim 6 is believed to patentably 
distinguish over Reimann '581. 

Claims 9, and 13-15 depend from claim 6, and are therefore believed to be allowable 
for those reasons set forth above with respect to claim 6. 

Applicants have made a concerted effort to the place the present application in condition 
for allowance, and a notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. In the event there are any 
remaining informalities, the courtesy of a telephone call to the undersigned attorney would be 
appreciated. 



Respectfully submitted, 



ERIK COELINGH ET AL. 



By: Price, Heneveld, Cooper, 
DeWitt & Litton 
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